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The Parr Center serves the campus community as well as 
the broader community. Our programs include talks, panels, 
workshops, conferences, seminars, and more. We also organize 
the National High School Ethics Bowl and co-organize the 
UNC Philosophy Outreach Program. Thanks to the success of 
these programs, we are a two-time recipient of the American 
Philosophical Association / Philosophy Documentation 
Center Award for Excellence and Innovations in Philosophy 
Programs (2008, 2014).

We at the Parr Center are always on the lookout for new events 
and collaborations within and beyond UNC-Chapel Hill. All of our 
events are free; we welcome your participation in our activities 
and invite you to share your ideas about how we may best serve  
our community. 

Established in 2004, the  
Parr Center for Ethics is UNC-
Chapel Hill's central resource 
for facilitating informed,  
non-partisan inquiry about 
ethical matters. We promote 
thoughtful engagement with 
both the Big Questions and the 
most pressing issues of our day.
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C A M P U S  P R O G RA M S

The Outreach Program is motivated by the conviction that 
philosophy contributes to a flourishing life by helping to reflect 
on our beliefs and values and better understand ourselves and 
the world around us. Along with our community partners, 
Outreach participants facilitate philosophical discussions about 
a variety of interesting and important issues. 

O U T R E AC H  P R O G RA M S

TThe UNC Philosophy Outreach Program, a collaborative effort 
between the Parr Center for Ethics and the UNC Philosophy 
Department, aims to  help people in the community think carefully 
about a broad range of ideas, commitments, and practices that 
regularly shape their lives. 

Parr Center Forum   Several times each year, The Parr 
Center convenes a distinguished panel of speakers to discuss an 
important ethical issue, with special focus on topics that matter 
to the Carolina community. Recent topics include race and mass 
incarceration, the ethics of naming university facilities, and hip 
hop and social justice.

Parr Center Presents   Several times each semester, 
The Parr Center brings a distinguished speaker to campus to lead a 
discussion about an important ethical issue. Recent topics include 
the ethics of banking regulations, college athletics, immigration 
and refugees, and offensive humor. 

Ethics Around the Table (EAT)    
Several times each semester, The Parr Center hosts an hour-long 
lunchtime discussion featuring a scholar or practitioner speaking 
about an ethical issue related to their work. Recent topics include 
artificial intelligence, environmental policy, healthcare policy, 
political protest, and voting rights.

Difficult Faculty Conversations    
In collaboration with UNC’s Institute for the Arts and Humanities, 
the Parr Center hosts an hour-long lunchtime discussion for UNC 
faculty and graduate students about an ethical issue related to our 
work. Recent topics include safe spaces, trigger warnings, and bias 
and objectivity in the classroom. 

Chancellor's Lecture in Ethics    
In collaboration with the Office of the Chancellor at UNC, The Parr 
Center brings an internationally recognized figure to campus once 
a year to speak on issues of great ethical significance. Our aim with 
this series is to spark discussion at UNC and beyond on vital matters 
of the day.

Seminars on Ethics and Diversity    
In collaboration with the Carolina Seminars program, the Parr 
Center co-sponsors regular seminars on ethical issues related to 
diversity and inclusion. Faculty from across campus are invited to 
submit proposals for one-to-three year projects designed to support 
research in this area.

Chapel Hill Metaethics Workshop    
The Chapel Hill Metaethics Workshop is an annual three-day forum 
for new work on the foundations of ethics. The workshop is the 
largest of its kind in the world, has served as the model for multiple 
international workshops, and attracts about 120 philosophers from 
around the world to UNC each year.

Ethics in the Workplace   The Parr Center 
participates in leading a semi-annual three hour workshop 
course for UNC-Chapel Hill employees. This workshop provides 
participants with the opportunity to discuss ethical issues that 
arise in the workplace, as well as with tools for evaluating and 
successfully resolving these issues.

The National High School 
Ethics Bowl (NHSEB)

The Fellowship Program

The Parr Center is the founding home and headquarters of the 
National High School Ethics Bowl, a remarkable program that 
promotes respectful, supportive, and in-depth discussion of ethics 
among high school students nationwide. The NHSEB has grown 
rapidly since its inception in 2012—there are over 3,000 students 
from more than 30 states participating in this year’s events.

The NHSEB is truly a community effort: In addition to the 
hundreds of volunteers who participate across the country, the 
Parr Center annually enlists over 100 local volunteers who serve 
as judges, moderators, and staffers at our competitions. More 
information is available at: nhseb.unc.edu

Parr Center Fellows form an interdisciplinary community of  
faculty members, graduate students, and undergraduates  
committed to the exploration of ethical matters both in and  
outside the classroom.

Faculty Fellows teach and conduct research in areas related  
to ethics from a variety of academic departments at UNC.

Graduate Fellows are invited to participate in workshops,  
reading groups, and seminars with world-renowned ethicists.

Undergraduate Fellows play an active role in the Center,  
from promoting events to developing individual projects.

Become a Parr Center Fellow today by contacting us at:  
parrcenter@unc.edu.
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In 2015-2016, Outreach participants held more than 160 
community discussions about ethics and philosophy in 
Chapel Hill and surrounding areas. This includes:


